
What is PlagiArism?
PLAGARISM IS the intentional misrepresentation of someone else's work as 
your own. This might be someone else's words, ideas, images, objects, de-
signs, research, inventions, arguments, etc.

In academic work (which is all the work we do at a university) we have to 
acknowledge and give credit to any contribution that directly influences our 
work. This handout outlines how to avoid plagarism at Emily Carr.

At Emily Carr, 
plagiarism is...
1. Directly copying words, ideas or images 
without providing information about the 
original sources.

2. Paraphrasing or closely copying words, ideas 
or images without providing information 
about the original sources.

3. Letting someone else (a friend, a tutor, a 
family member) create or significantly change 
work that you then submit as your own 
original work.

4. Buying or paying for work from any source 
and then submitting it as your own original 
work.



How Do you avoid Plagiarism ?

A Note About working with tutors, 
Editors, translators, etc. 

If you make something for a class that incorporates 
the work, words or unique ideas of others, then you 
need to record that in some way. 

In writing, there are well established practices for 
documenting sources — most writing assignments 
will ask you to use MLA, APA or Chicago style.

In art, media and design studio practices, there are 
different traditions for acknowledging the  
contributions of others. If your course assignment 
does not provide clear guidelines for these  
acknowledgements, please check with your 
instructor.

In every assignment, you are expected to 
create new work. Resubmitting something 
that you created for one class for credit in 
another class constitutes plagiarism unless 
you have the express permission of your 
instructor to do so. 

This includes copying sections of your own 
writing if that writing has already been 
handed in or graded for another class.

Re-using work in more than 
one class

Working with a professional outside of Emily Carr 
on course work or assignments can be very helpful 
for students who need extra support. But the role 
of a tutor, editor or translator is to facilitate your 
learning, not to do substantial parts of your work 
for you.

Following these guidelines will help you 
demonstrate your own work if your instructor 
has questions about how much help you might 
have received outside of Emily Carr.

If you work with a professional outside of Emily 
Carr for any of your coursework, it's important to:

a) Let your instructor know;

b) Keep copies of your notes, drafts, or revisions   
    that clearly show your original work;

c) Keep copies of any feedback or correspondence  
    from the professionals you work with.

For more information look at ECUAD's Academic 
Integrity Policy (4.17) on the University Policies 
Webpage.

TIP!  Working with tutors through the Emily Carr 
Writing Centre is a great way to get extra support 
without the fear of committing plagiarism!


